156

NOAH WEBSTER.

for all men; it sits easy on the stomach, it
supports, it strengthens and invigorates.
Vulgar sayings and proverbs, so much de-
spised by the literary epicures, the Ches-
terfields of the age, are the roast beef of
science. They contain the experience, the
wisdom, of nations and ages compressed into
the compass of a nutshell. To crack the
shell and extract the contents to feed those
who have appetites is the aim of this little
book."

The several essays are expansive of the
familiar sayings or proverbs which stand foi
their titles, as, "It will do for the present,"
"I told you so," "He is sowing his wild
oats," " He would have his own way," " A
stitch in time saves nine," " Any other time
will do as well," " He has come out at the
little end of the horn." The papers are all
short, and no time is wasted in coming at
the point; indeed, there is a succession of
thrusts in each paper, and the reader is
prodded more or less efficiently at each step.
Here, to give a single example, is Number
XVIII.: " What is everybody's business is
nobody's."

" The consequence is that everybody and